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Millikan, Robert 
The Autobiography Robert Millikan 
Prentice-Hall. May 1950. 311p. $4.50. 


Dr. Robert Millikan, world renowned American 
physicist and Nobel Prize winner, has written inter- 
esting and intriguing account his career and experi- 
ences. has had “inside seat” most the 
significant developments modern physics 
contributed much these advances and the status 
the science physics this country. has known 
and been associated with many the outstanding 
figures who have made these advances. His contem- 
poraries have described him inspiring teacher 
possessed boundless energy and enthusiasm, man 
great scientific ability who has always shown much 
independence thought both the realm science 
and world affairs. Hence his autobiography would 
fitting climax long productive career 
experimental research, national affairs, textbook 
teaching. 


His autobiography begins with brief account his 
childhood and early education. Then follows some 
remarks his college career Oberlin. relates, 
for example, that because his athletic inclinations 
was chosen the “student director the gymnasium” 
and looked for while though athletics would 
his career. However, the end his Sophomore year 
his Greek teacher induced him teach the college 
physics course Oberlin the following year, which 
did with surprising success for four years despite the 
fact that was mainly self-taught. From the begin- 
ning his teaching efforts his interest physics grew 
and taught himself much the foundations 
physics. Thus, fortuitously appears, Robert Mil- 
likan began his career physics. 


Dr. Millikan describes his stay Columbia University 
where had gone 1893 with scholarship secured 
through the efforts his professors Oberlin. During 
the summer 1894 went the University 
Chicago where worked under the direction of, and 
was greatly influenced Professor Michelson. re- 
ceived his Ph.D. degree from Columbia 1895 and 
from there went Germany where few months 
later Rontgen made his discovery x-rays. After 
spending over year Germany rounding out his 
training Professor Michelson invited him come the 
University Chicago which institution spent 
over twenty years and did some his most significant 
work including the measurement the electronic 


charge, investigation the ultra-violet spectrum and 
the photoelectric effect. devotes several separate 
chapters detailed account his efforts these 
investigations and his teaching and textbook writing 
during the early years the University Chicago. 


His first real separation from the University Chicago 
came during the first World War while was engaged 
war work with the National Research Council. 
directed many researches, the most significant being 
that submarine detection. Shortly after the war 
went “Caltech” where helped develop one 
the strongest and most productive physics departments 
the country. was with regret that left Chicago 
but admits that was advantageous both the 
University Chicago and himself. There 
chapter devoted the work Dr. Millikan directed 
“Caltech” rockets and jet assisted take-off motors 


during World War II. 


The concluding chapters are devoted Dr. Millikan’s 
personal convictions the attainment peace and 
the place religion and science intelligent living. 
Among other things supports planned parenthood 
prevent the “menace the hell envisioned 
Malthus the terrible goal toward which all mankind 
inevitably moving”. Concerning the maintenance 
peace emphasizes collective security and favors the 
training citizen army rather than the maintenance 
large professional military organization, for sees 
another war with atomic weapons suicidal. 
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general Dr. Millikan’s book will source in- 
spiration many scientists and particular fledgling 


and would-be physicists. 
Joseph Harper, Ph.D., 
Department Physics, 
University Scranton 


Brinig, Myron Footsteps the Stair 
Rinehart. June 22, 1950. 346p. $3.00. 


Mr. Brinig now has eighteen published novels more 
less his credit. can expected, therefore, 
show some skill his craft. But this, the eighteenth, 
will not add much his credit beyond proving crafty 
skill. reads very much though were written 
order, the ingredients mixed those for spice cake, 
and though the scene copper-mining town Mon- 
tana, there little the book that peculiarly Mon- 
tana. could well Monte Carlo Mulliga- 
tawney. Montana merely the pan which this spice 
cake baked. 


was probably, Mr. Brinig’s way thinking, 
intriguing idea bring together Jewish family, 
various degrees orthodoxy, and Irish Catholic 
family practically orthodoxy, the simple ex- 
pedient having the Jewish boy, Joseph, marry the 
Catholic girl, Anna, and give them son, Stephen, 
through whose eyes, occasionally, the two families are 
viewed. You would give, therefore, opportunity 
your publishers, advertise this treatment 
the popular “problem” religious tolerance, 
epic three generations, as, (since the scenery 
labelled Montana), lusty novel the rough and 
tumble era the West. 


Actually, Footsteps the Stair none those things, 
although tries hard all three, with heaping 
handful assorted sex psychoses stirred in. 


Moses Benjamin came from Roumania 
man, and arrived Silver Peak, Montana, blizzard 
and penniless. One thing leading another, including 
his marriage Nettie Sauerwine whose papa owned 
small clothing store, Moses became the owner big 
department store, which large as, and swanky 
as, Sacks Marshall Field, for all know from its 
description; quite place for Silver Peak. But there 
are sons and daughters: Simon, centaur-sort bach- 
elor and emancipated, least buying trips, from 
any religious scruples; Morris, who just good busi- 
ness man, probably, and does not figure much the 
tale; Joseph, who married Anna Joyce; and Della, who 
married cold and skinny Adolf Lehr, and winds 
wealthy, fat, foolish, and frustrated recluse her 
decaying mansion. 


Among the Joyces, John short, round, erratically 
brilliant lawyer who had married red-haired Mary 
back Pennsylvania. She fat and foolish, too, and 
supposedly religious, mildly anti-semitic. Their chil- 
dren are seven, five beautiful girls and two sons, 
whom Charles wonderful legal brain obese 
body and James effeminate fop. One the girls 
enters convent, one marries Texas millionaire; one 
marries actor; one marries New York tycoon’s 
son; the other marries Joseph Benjamin. 


Best 


The handling this double houseful would have 
seated less skillful novelist than Mr. Brinig. 
even has troubles keeping his perspective. 
careful say the Joyces early his account, 
17): “They wore Catholic labels, but did not 
follow faithfully the teaching the Church”. 
might better have said they showed little knowledg 
anything their The trouble, course, 
that Mr. Brinig knows little the Catholic Faith 
yond the labels; and little, should judge, about the 
Jewish faith, except tag ends Yiddish. 


All all, Footsteps the Stair unsatisfactory, 
not unsavory novel. For most readers, regret 
report, will boring and waste time. 


Grady, 


University Scranton 


Alderman, Clifford The Arch Stars 
Appleton-Century-Crofts. June 23, 1950. 410p. $3.00. 


Beginning Connecticut 1770 the story terminates 
shortly after the Battle Bennington, its title being 
derived from the arrangement stars the colonial 
flag carried that When young Jared French 
comes his sister Hannah the Hampshire Grants 
immediately encounters the practical aspects 
York State-Benning Wentworth feud over the land 


under the sway Ethan Allen, vitriolic and bombastic, 
but least rallying point around whom the sturdy 
Connecticut farmers could gather protect their hard 
won pitches against the York State land speculators. 


Jared, had fled from his father’s wrath after the dis 
covery his seduction Arabella Druce, the 
lord’s daughter. the grants met Ruth Prentice 
whose father held York grant. love with Ruth 
still lusted youthfully for Arabella. She went 
New York and becoming fashionable mistress 
finally acquired wealth and position when she married 
the merchant, Peter Driggs, his deathbed. The 
Prentice family had been burned out the Green 
Mountain Boys under the semi-drunken, 
mouthing Ethan Allen and Jared lost Ruth when the 
family moved New York City. 

The men who held Wentworth grants protected 
selves violence against the dispossession attempts 
the Yorkers and finally Allen came New York, 
bringing Jared and the wenching Eli Burroughs along 
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HEADLINERS 
Book and Classification Author and Review 

The Cardinal Robinson Apr. 
The Wall (Ila) Hersey Mar. 
Jubilee Trail (IIb) Bristow Feb. 
Star Money (IV) Winsor Apr. 
World Enough and Time (IIb) Warren July 
The Legacy (Ila) Shute June 
The Egyptian (IIb) Waltari Sept. 
The Circle the Day (Ila) Howe June 
Homeward Borne Chatterton May 
The Plymouth Adventure (I) Gébler May 
Roosevelt Retrospect (Ila) Gunther June 
The Grand Alliance (1) Churchill May 
The Mature Mind (III) Overstreet Aug. 
Seeds Treason (Ila) June 
John Adams and the American 

Revolution Bowen June 


compromise the matter. There was uneasy truce 
for while and then came violence with the Green 
Mountain Boys drifting naturally into 
camp since the Yorkers were usually Tories. Mean- 
while, however, Jared met Arabella and succumbed 
their joint passion. the last moment, after public 
preparations for monster wedding, jilted her and 
returned the Grant for Ruth. 


Arabella’s love turned hatred and she arranged 
have Jared lured New York where could hung 
for his resistance York officials the Grants. The 
remainder the story consists incident after incident 
wherein Ruth and Arabella, Jared and Eli hatch plot 
and counterplot against the background the Cana- 
dian campaign, the retreat and invasion Burgoyne 
until the almost culminating Battle Bennington. 
The story somewhat involved, awkwardly contrived 
times, boring sections and objectionable because 
the almost constant lechery Eli. ends with 
lared and Ruth united, realizing the justice the 
colonial cause and ready make new life their 
hard-won farm Vermont. Arabella foiled, Eli 
dies after having disfigured her beauty and Ethan Allen 
remains disconsolate prisoner, having been repudiated 
bombastic braggart the farmers once led. 
entertainment reading the book suitable for adults 
hut deserves little recommendation. 


Crichton, Kyle The Marx Brothers 
Doubleday. June 15, 1950. $3.00. 


George Kaufman, what was probably desperate 
attempt get the sally home before Groucho unbelted 
with it, entitled his review this Marxian mélange: 
“when Minnie’s boys made their Marx”. Puns, 
true, and Moliére has marshalled the arguments well, 
are low, mean form humour. This one the 
celebrated George, though, has the virtue hitting off 
very neatly the essence the successful career the 
Marx brothers, one the most famous acts Ameri- 
can entertainment history. The boys made everlasting 
marks show business, but was Minnie, their mother, 
who was the motivating force. She pushed and pulled 
them all over the hinterland, saw that the younger 


310p. 


element was properly equipped with children’s half 
rate railroad fares, although often conductors rebelled 
half-fare wearing knee-pants and smoking fat 
cigar. booking agents, she resolutely be- 
came one herself, and top all off, she occasionally 
got the act herself for song two. this latter 
contribution her progeny tended balk. Minnie was 
hard worker, but she was singer. Thus, for the 
most part, Minnie did the worrying while the brothers 
did the cavorting. 


During their formative years team, they toured 
under incredibly bad conditions, and turn offered 
the residents these incredibly bad conditions in- 
credibly bad acts. But time they prospered. Harpo 
learned play the ethereal instrument after which 
was named. was only after playing the harp for 
years that was aware that violated every known 
harp-playing rule. Nor could read music. 
base canard that was also illiterate. Overcoming 
these minor instances Harpo became one the most 
noted stringed instrumentalists since Nero. Chico was 
gradually perfecting his Italian dialect and his marvel- 
ously funny pistol shooting style the piano. Groucho, 
too, was building become one the finest off-the- 
cuff wits show time. Zeppo had good singing voice 
and stayed with the act for some time. Gummo, the 
fifth and youngest, was and out their shows and 
finally settled down the comparative sanity busi- 
ness enterprise. 


Finally they made the grade. show called Say 
She Is” firmly entrenched them Broadway. The 
critics fell all over themselves paeans praise. Even 
Percy Harmond, the famous critic who had panned 
them unmercifully Chicago, and who was now with 
the New York Tribune was moved assert austerely 
that Harpo, bland and wormy clown, laugh- 
able thing have seen the theater this month”. 
The boys were incensed the temporal qualifier. But 
with without the critical accolade the Marx brothers 
Were in, and stay. 


Kyle Crichton has come with fine job reporting 
the zany activities his subjects. are fast 
aced act, and Crichton’s book never loses the pace 
keeping with them. has all the best stories and 
the best laughs that series fine laugh producers 
have put out, effectively enhanced his own comic 
style understatement. short funny book 
about funny people. There better combination. 


Thomas McTighe, 
St. Louis University, 
St. Louis, Missouri 


Lin Yutang the Wisdom America 
John Day. June 15, 1950. 462p. $5.00. 

Lin Yutang is, course, the highly literate cracker- 
barrel philosopher, whose pontificating about his own 
version the good life has filled several previous 
volumes, such The Importance Living, most 
them best-sellers. was almost inevitable that 
should attempt some such interpretation American 
culture, though seems rather amazed 
“lived for over ten years the United States without 
daring write book about the country”. 
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Schoor Gilbert Fink SELLER 


When learn, the first pages the book, what 
not surprised that has put together, this volume, 
collection mainly dangerous and glittering gener- 
alities which seem him add America’s 
wisdom. For “The only important problem philos- 
ophy, the only problem which concerns and our 
fellow men the problem the wisdom living 
Can not leave alone the problem immortality, 
which the proper subject and precinct the dead?” 
The evidence for immortality “Is negative char- 
acter and appeals kind subjective compulsion 
within our Again, “Wisdom consists two 
things: wistfulness about living, and common 


not surprising, then, that the majority extracts 
typifying American “wisdom” are from the atheist 
skeptical materialistic philosophers—William James, 
Santayana, Oliver Wendell Holmes, Jr., Benjamin 
Franklin, Hocking. More embarrassing still, 
the intelligent American, Mr. Lin’s tremendous re- 
liance “David Grayson”, otherwise Dr. Ray Stan- 
nard Baker, onetime cabinet member and very 
bad amateur Grayson’s maunderings 
about the importance pumpkin pie beef stew 
cosmic international way seem vastly meaningful 
Lin Yutang and symbolic something very deeply 
American. 


Religion America comes for great deal the 
learned Oriental visitor’s criticism—it unreal and 
mistaken, and American clergymen are very wrong be- 
cause they are not poets the pulpit, and because 
some them dare make their hearers feel that they 
ought better men. Orthodox Christianity, even, 
altogether wrong fixing its eyes heaven, rather 
than the rather hasty and sweeping mis- 
take”. Yutang real happiness satisfying 
Wisdom: “Happiness has always seemed like blue 
bird, and consists moments for instance, when 
have had really good dinner”. 


Something good, course, must turn any anthol- 
ogy (for that what Mr. Lin has provided, with com- 
mentaries), and some few good things there are—but 
the editor’s comments are almost all cases banal, 
superficial, downright harmful make impos- 
sible recommend the book for any class reader. 


Bernard Theall, 

Department Library Science, 
Catholic University America, 
Washington, 


* « * 


Schoor, Gene The Story Joe DiMaggio 
Frederick Fell. 18, 1950. 95p. $1.00. 

From the wharves San Francisco the “House that 
Ruth Built” and major share the Bambino’s old 
position the achievement Joseph Paul DiMaggio, 
alias “Joltin’ Joe” the “Yankee Clipper”. 
these days easy money even ball-players seem 
have agents whose duty capitalize every pos- 
sible opportunity turn their star’s popularity assets 
into six-figure results. Radio, advertising endorsements, 
speeches and also, books. And here have 
compilation the achievements DiMaggio, profusely 
illustrated with the usual photographs, containing 


brief story his career, summary his 
record and even all-star team Gene 
selection. There nothing harmful the book nor 
there much that has not been part the publi 
record for many years. 


Gilbert, Virginia Virginia Ree 
Lippincott. 14, 1950. 254p. $3.00. 

Unless one follows the book review columns very regu. 
larly and carefully, difficult say new 
about captious fractious merely interesting 
father mother, that the latest that genre; 
this volume actress Virginia Gilbert’s reminiscence 
Forge, Va., one the most recent—though not 
the most distinguished. 


The trials and tribulations Yankee-born 
mildly amusing, but one has begun mistrust many 
the more extreme stories about Virginia pride, 
finds hard accept face value, though admitting 
ben trovato, the tale Mother’s telling audience 
Virginia ladies about her descent from William the 
Conqueror, softly rebuked, “But Amy, honey, 
wasn’t born Virginia”. Other tales, 
and the salesman from the aluminum ware company 
and his wonderful demonstration-sales talk, are good 


enough, but after Mother Day and Mother Gilbreth, 


these particular Mother stories just aren’t enough 
hold for quarter thousand pages. 


The book makes diverting summer reading, and 
thoroughly suitable for adult reading—adolescents will 
probably find rather above their heads. But too 
slight for library purchase. 


Bernard Theall, 
Department Library Science, 
Catholic University 
Washington, 


Fink, David Harold, M.D. Your Real 
Simon Schuster. June 1950. 307p. $2.95. 


Dr. Fink’s latest book advertised practical guide 
mental and emotional balance, realistic 
and happier relations with others”. attaining this 
goal Dr. Fink’s success is, best, mediocre. 


The contents the book are divided into four sections: 
What Nervous Breakdown; The Three-Pronged 
Attack Unhappiness; How Know Yourself and 
What You Want; How Think for Yourself. Section 
One states that nervous breakdown habitual mis 
behavior part the nervous system, 
One the causes the nervous 
down conflict and disturbed body 
“often the results interbrain gone haywire”. 


Section Two proposes that the three-pronged attack 
unhappiness (i.e., conflict) is: first, “to learn relax 
your muscles restore the interbrain good working 
order. The second step rearrange your ideas and 
attitudes that you will able cope with new 
problems realistically and effectively they arise. The 
third step reduce the tensions between you and 
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your environment”. Forty years study 
matters have not revealed fourth step Dr. Fink. 


Section Three devoted effort reduce the 
tensions between the reader and his environment 
helping him, first, classify his body type. Dr. Fink 
holds that “people look things differently not only 
because they sense things differently; they look things 
because they are built Thus, 
the body type considered index our emotional 
and intellectual types well. Next, the author helps 
the reader discover what wants from life. 

Section Four really group disparate chapters 
dealing with such problems as: “The world 
words”, “Five rules for straight thinking”, “The use 
and abuse labels”, say what you mean and 
mean what you etc. 

The reader may find parts three four the 
chapters some interest and help, Chapter Three 
Section One, for example, which has some sane 
ideas living harmony with our environment, and 
Chapter Three Section Three which proposes 
scheme help solve conflicts between our many wants 
and desires. 

But whatever help the reader may get from the book 
will gained spite Dr. Fink’s materialistic philos- 
ophy. Here are some typical quotes: “Biologic need 
the root from which all other needs grow and flower” 
(p. 69). “Tensions between organs and tissues drive 
restore balance among them. This urge restore 
our integrity, our wholeness, the root all progress, 
all morality, and all nervousness” (p. 70). “You see, 
digestion not thing; process. means that 
certain things happen certain order. Now, the 
word ‘mind’ does not stand for physical thing, either. 
stands for process. means that certain things 
happen certain order” (p. 193). “We surpass the 
rabbit, dog, and horse our thinking because our 
nervous systems are wonderfully and strangely made 
that become aware our awareness” (p. 215). 
“What makes person human partnership the 
community words (p. 241). 

spite occasional mention God (and gods) 
there complete absence religious and super- 
natural thought and motivation the book. Gram- 
matical and typographical errors make their appear- 
ance. the whole, the book disappointing the 
ordinariness, and frequent inferiority, its content 


and style. 
Charles Trundle, 
University Scranton 


Gerson, Noel Savage Gentlemen 
Doubleday. June 1950. 306p. $3.00. 

Sold bond servant Nathaniel Hill under mys- 
terious circumstances young Jeffrey Wyath labored un- 
complainingly 1706 Schenectady forced the 
most humiliating tasks Nathaniel’s beautiful daugh- 
ter, Leah. the most efficient sergeant the local 
militia Jeffrey was commissioned ensign Major 
Stephens and sent with Captain Willard mission 
preserve the friendliness the Anondagas and win 
them allies against the French and Senecas the 
rapidly brewing Queen Anne’s War, one the long 
struggles known collectively the French and Indian 


Gerson Barry 


Wars. Returning from the Anondagas Jeffrey and 
Willard were captured the Senecas who burned the 
latter the stake. Jeffrey, however, was given the 
Princess sister the Seneca King (sic) 
body servant. She treats him the same semi-cruelty 
Leah. 


When Mohegan, mightiest warrior the Senecas, re- 
turns the tribe demands the hand Adiawando 
marriage. She refuses and then claims the right 
killing her servant Jeffrey. The two men meet 
personal duel and Jeffrey kills Mohegan, being there- 
fore adopted full-fledged Seneca and privileged 
relative the King. marries Adiawando thinking 
that Leah was love with Willard and becomes adept 
all Indian love. Meanwhile the French and Indians 
have been raiding the English settlements and the 
colonies are preparing expedition against Port Royal 
Acadia (Nova Scotia) which end the menace. 
Jeffrey hears the expedition and hopes escape but 
defers the project until chances success are better. 


One day Leah brought prisoner the village 
and Jeffrey plots their escape. Adiawando blocks his 
plan but then releases him and Jeffrey returns 
Schenectady hoping join the expedition against Port 
Royal where Leah has been taken. given com- 
mission and joins Col. Church, the commander, 
captain scouts. The colonists march the coast 
from Boston, defeat the French and occupy Port Royal 
where Jeffrey and Leah are reunited. Then the mys- 
tery Jeffrey’s identity resolved and found 
ex-army officer falsely accused murdering his 
father. Wealth and reputation follow his exoneration 
and and Leah are married settle down happi- 
ness the New World. Love for the interlude with 
Adiawando and the condonation settlers’ brutality 
Indians, the book blameless. fairly well done, 
entertaining reading and suitable for adults. 


Barry, Colman J., O.S.B. 
The Catholic University America, 1903-1909, 


The Rectorship Denis O’Connell 
Catholic University Press. June 1950. 298p. $3.50. 


This the third series dealing with the history 
the Catholic University America viewed through 
its rectors. Bishop Denis O’Connell, protege 
Cardinal Gibbons, was educated Rome, played 
important part the Plenary Council held Balti- 
more 1884, was rector the North American Col- 
lege Rome, became rector the Catholic University 
America 1903 position which held for six 
years, and died 1927 Richmond, the diocese 
his youth after having resigned his see because his 
health few months before. 


The life history Bishop O’Connell presented 
Father Barry reads like novel. was turbulent 
life for the Bishop was frequently attacked both 
Rome and this country. was shrewd diplomat 
who managed friendly relations not only the Vati- 
can, and with the hierarchy this country but also 
with President Theodore Roosevelt, and many the 
European ambassadors Washington. belonged 
imposing number organizations and was always 
close contact with the important universities his 


A 
tre = | 


Farnum LaFarge Walz 


days: Harvard, Hopkins, Chicago, Columbia and many 
others. 


During his administration the Catholic University 
Bishop O’Connell established the annual diocesan col- 
lection for the university, introduced the under- 
graduate departments, settled the internal constitu- 
tional difficulties the university and organized the 
American Catholic educational system 
front. Indeed, achieved these things because was 
the type university administrator the present time: 
versatile, practical man action, orator and or- 
ganizer, arbiter administration and liaison between 
trustees, the general public and the institution itself. 


This volume real contribution the history the 
Catholic University America well the history 
the Catholic Church the United States. Truly, 


excellent, well documentated and most enjoyable 


book. 
Leon Baisier, Ph.D., K.S.G., 
Xavier University, 
New Orleans, Louisiana 


Farnum, Charles Medicine Could Verse 
Exposition Press. 127p. $3.00. 

Highly touted both poetry and humor, this col- 
lection seldom attains the status either. The humor 
usually somewhat forced and strained, occasionally 
only does creep unexpectedly forth delight the 
reader who has ploughed his hopeful way through 
many unrewarding items. The poetry also, usually 
turns out versification rhyming, sometimes little 
better than doggered, but again occasional well- 
tumed stanza partially compensates the persevering 
reader. Most the items concern the medical pro- 
fession save for one section golf and some them 
are horrendously contrived lists technical terms 
meter and rhyme. Many them preach, some are 
satirical and they vary from poems little girl’s 
freckles “pathological sonnets”. Two things may 
said praise the collection: the leering salaciousness 
frequently characterizing medical verse completely 
absent and there tremendous amount horse sense 
available readers will wade through the morass 
verse find it. general, the book suitable for 


any reader. 


LaFarge, John, S.J. Postponement 
Lonmans, Green. May 31, 1950. 246p. $3.00. 

Dean Acheson quoted saying that the Point 
Four program the United States “using material 
means seek non-material ends. What are really 
concerned with what happens individuals” (p. 
213). this lever Fr. LaFarge, opens 
discussion moral leadership and the problem 
racial minorities. Succinctly states that America 
must have spiritual leadership corresponding our 
material strength, that must faithful carrying 
out our democratic principles home, else 
looked the world hypocrites. The bedrock 
brotherhood lies not democracy alone but natural 
and Divine law, hence not only plans for realizing this 
brotherhood should considered, but the motivation 
well. Legislation, which certainly needed, 


Best 


cannot force people into virtue and out prejudice 
but can supply the deterants for acts which must 
themselves recognized immoral therefor 
dangerous the peace and welfare the community 


supplying this motivation, Catholics, directed th: 
pronouncements the Encyclicals, must take the lead 
demonstrating not merely passive tolerance but 
active love for all men. The love turn must expres 
the doctrine the Mystical Body Christ 
effective manner. Nor this all pure theory, th: 
achievements the Catholic Interracial Councils 
thirteen cities demonstrate. These Councils, perme. 
nent, limited group truly representative people, oper. 
ating with full ecclesiastical approval, supplying 
basic policy and prudent social strategy, have been 
unifying and guiding force interracial work, 
and interesting other groups undertake 
action its most effective level—that the 
nity. The example the New York Interracial Coun 
cil alone demonstrates that prejudice and 
tion can overcome means organized effor 
apply the principles social justice and social love 
that American democracy can function practically 
home well theoretically abroad. 


the Point Four plan achieve its end, 
the material welfare all people and the sam 
time enable them live free men and retain the: 
personal dignity and independence, there 


recognition the primacy human dignity, 


and religious work, concentration the rights 
needs family welfare. Most important, there mus 
clear and uncompromising recognition the fac 
that our policy dealing with backward people 
will interpreted the light our treatment th: 
various minority groups home. American Catholic 
therefore have two-fold obligation support and 
courage the Interracial Council movement, Com 
munism “contained” home and abroad. 


Postponement Fr. LaFarge has given definit 
evidence that deserves the 
which holds the field race relations. With 
book asserting the necessity moral force, and pra 
tical spiritual motivation, gap the literature 
Negro has been adequately filled. All 
the Negro, American foreign policy, will allow 
postponement reading this book. 


Peter Hogan, 
Epiphany Apostolic College 
Newburgh, New York 


Walz, Jay and Audrey The Bizarre Sister 
Duell, Sloan Pearce. Apr. 19, 1950. 371p. $3.50. 


family chronicle replete with the tragedy 
crossed lovers, hushed-up scandal, and material glor 
meat for the uncanny talent Jay and Audrey 
detailing the annals the Bizarre Randolphs fror 
1792 1816 the authors have recreated the 
extraordinary very plausible degree. 

Intermarriage among the early settlers this 
was common practice, and the Randolphs 
ginia were more addicted than most. 
therefore, not unusual for Richard Randolph tak 
his cousin Judith wife, installing her the 
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his lonely plantation Bizarre the Appomattox. 
Nor was strange that sometime later should give 
refuge Judith’s livelier 17-year-old sister Nancy, who 
had fled the parental mansion indignantly the advent 
attractive stepmother. 


But when the Negroes found the skeleton dead 
infant concealed nearby homestead shortly after 
Nancy had suffered bout “colic” there, was 
whispered the length Cumberland County that Rich- 
ard had been more than excessively kind his sister- 
inlaw. Only Judith remained unsuspicious. Even 
pair were arraigned charge infanticide— 
Richard’s insistence, quiet the ugly rumors—she 
stared calmly into Mr. Patrick Henry’s invincible eyes 
and swore she had seen and heard nothing save the 
routine hysterics young girl that fateful night. 
Impassively, she perjured herself, believing the stillborn 
child had belonged Richard’s invalid brother and 
Nancy’s suitor Theodorick, who had died Bizarre 
eight months before. Because her testimony the 
jury voted acquittal. 


After the trial Judith surmised the truth, and the full 
scope her retribution hit back defense her in- 
jured pride. She dismissed Nancy the most menial 
household tasks; Richard she resigned her will 
the sheer helplessness his guilt. When tried 
divorce her three years later she dosed him with fatal 


tartar emetic. 


Nancy, however, fared better. When Judith, abetted 
another Richard’s brothers, the righteous John 
Randolph Roanoke, finally drove her out altogether, 
she found happiness the arms rakish, peg-legged 
Gouverneur Morris New York. Judith lived 
taste revenge ashes her mouth. She was twice 
thwarted love; her oldest son, deaf-mute, grew 
into raving maniac, while the younger boy died 
tuberculosis. Seemingly omen destruction, Bizarre 
itself was razed fire. 

The vigilant pilots who steered the wavering ship 
John Marshall, Monroe, Jefferson and 
many more—leave their mark these pages well 
the Randolphs. Though the Walzes 
readers that each the present characters once lived, 
how much their showmanship can laid dusty 
diaries, how much imagination objective matter. 
But all great sport watch. 

The subject matter renders the book out reach 
the immature; adults, course, will find made-to 
order adventure yarn. 

Lois Slade, 


Dubuque, lowa 
* 


Gary, Romain The Company Men 
Translated from the French Joseph Barnes. Simon 
Schuster. Apr. 11, 1950. 248p. $3.00. 

This novel, new French writer, about the pre- 
mature growing-up group postwar French 
youngsters, is, spite the differences locale, 
period, and style, highly reminiscent Richard Hughes’ 
Innocent Voyage, revealing the depths depravity 
which adolescents, acting imitation and un- 
conscious accord, with their elders, can attain. 
the story thirteen-year old Luc Martin, orphaned 


Gary Forster 


and homeless after the war, thrown with the Van- 
derputte family—a father much reminiscent Dickens’ 


Fagin, and brother and sister Leonce and Josette, chil- 


dren the underworld both. 


Young Martin and his adopted brother and sister learn 
quickly all the mysteries demoralized postwar 
demimonde—the black market, the ways separating 
drugged and intoxicated men from their wallets, the 
small rackets based the demand the average man 
for the things used to—cigarettes, liquor, food 
bit better than average. For recreation, the children 
the movies, day and night when nothing profitable 
offers itself: the boys learn every inflection and 
gesture gangster-actor heroes, Josette dream about 
acquiring voice like Lauren Bacall’s, pursuit 
which she visits hilltop each day shout for hours, 
become attractively hoarse; until “one day 
something broke her throat”, and shortly after she 
died tuberculosis. 


The book moves swiftly, and soon the little gang dis- 
solved, Luc realizes that must free himself 
violent means from Vanderputte, and this accom- 
plishes backing the old man against wall and 
shooting him. now,” reflects Luc, could take 
place among men.” 


One must feel compassion for such generation, but 
not all will enjoy reading it. For adults, the book 
not objectionable, but only those with fairly strong 
stomachs recommended. 


Bernard Theall, 

Department Library Science, 
Catholic University America, 
Washington, 


Forster, Arnold Measure Freedom 
Doubleday. Apr. 10, 1950. 256p. $2.50. 

Aided extensive staff, Arnold Forster has edited 
the latest report the Civil Rights Committee—whose 
director is—of the Anti-Defamation League the 
B’rith. The purpose the work admittedly 
negative, “to expose those who are trying destroy 
[the nation] with racial religious hatred” (p. 12), 
motivated “from ardent desire protect America’s 
democratic way life” (p. 13), limiting its scope “to 
several areas anti-semitic manifestation 
relationship Civil Rights” (p. 8). 


revealing and documented manner, the first section 
deals with the professional their 
supporters. Gerald Smith, Joseph Kamp, 
Upton Close, Merwin Harte, Alderson Zoll, and 
their profitable organizations are delineated startling 
clearness. less detail, but with equal sureness, are 
treated the minor organizations and the less obvious, 
supposed, anti-Semites, such Senator Pat McCarran 
and Representative Gossett Texas. 


The bulk the work survey based mainly Elmo 
Roper polls, extensively analyzing education and sports, 
and, more briefly, anti-Semitism generally exists 
the The polls admittedly give underestimates, 
since they depend only the verbalized expressions 
conscious attitudes. Nor can trend anti-Semi- 
tism properly discovered, due changing poll tech- 
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niques over the years. Neither could worth-while 
differentials found among sub-groups based sex, 
age, geographic, socio-economic racial factors. Sufh- 
cient data given show, however, that anti-Jewish 
prejudices are alarmingly wide-spread. 


The racial-quota system, directly indirectly applied, 
prevents Jewish youths from free access higher edu- 
cation, although the good example and results the 
Fair Educational Practice Laws Massachusetts, New 
York and New Jersey offer hope for the 
audience sports extreme competition, e.g., baseball, 
basketball, football, hockey and boxing, discrimination 
falls before the need for the best possible men. the 
more social participant sports, such bowling, golf, 
tennis, yachting and particularly Athletic Clubs, 
prejudice and segregative practices are the general rule. 


The solution offered for minority prejudices, although 
the prefatory remarks disclaim such attempt, are 
legislative enactments, coupled with effective court in- 
terpretations, the Federal, State and local levels, 
together with education and action, rec- 
ognizing and protecting the rights all individuals. 


The excellent balance shown this work, which could 
easily lend itself sensationalism, threatened only 
when dealing with those the fringe anti-Semi- 
tism. The label anti-Semite seems too hastily be- 
stowed those disagreeing with the Jewish view 
disputed points. One defect the book the over- 
looking any moral force favor materialistic 
legalism remedy prejudice. Its main importance 
found the biographic run-down the professional 
anti-Semites and their mode operating. The book 
will not have wide appeal, but will useful tool 
for those endeavoring combat prejudice. 


Peter Hogan, 
Epiphany Apostolic College, 
Newburgh, New York 


Pollock, Aylce, and Goode, Ruth Don Gaucho 
Whittlesey House. Apr. 14, 1950. 370p. $3.00. 

Since, they tell us, two heads are better than one, 
novel which has been created two authors might 
reasonably expected evince some distinction and 
superiority. Unfortunately, such not the case with 
Don Gaucho, which rather spiritless affair despite 
all its trappings adventure and romance battle- 
torn Argentina during the early nineteenth century. 


Pollock 


Best SELLER 


Don Gaucho, born Don Miguel Gabriel Jose Maria 
Castro Gurruaga, had first earned his hero’s 
when led band gauchos—lawless men the 
plains—in the defense Buenos Aires 
British. Scion aristocratic family had 
somewhat outlaw when and classmate, Juan 
Casal, fled from the military academy after killing 
Spanish officer. seems that the latter had becom: 
aware little affair going between his wife 


Casal. 


Despite this crime Don Gaucho commissioned 
officer reward for his leadership against the British, 
Soon associates himself with the Society Seven, 
group insurrectionists who are plotting drive the 
Spanish out Argentina. Thereafter the story 
lows repetitious pattern raids and battles, reveng 
and duels, betrayals and plots. Eventually the 
wrested from the hand Spain when the 
are finally united under the leadership San 
Having inherited the ancestral estate 
Miguel refuses assume the aristocratic life 
wealthy family, but instead accepts the governorship 
outlying province among the men the plains. 


All such adventure without touch romance cer 
tainly could not expected from such dashing 
swashbuckling hero. that our 
put aside the aura research and take the mor 
earthy ingredients the typical historical novel. 
one the ravishing beauties noble family, but 
wild and passionate girl the streets takes possession 
Don Gaucho’s heart. Having rescued the fiery 
Luz from one Colonel Solinas, Don Gaucho makes 
his own mistress. The illicit relationship does 
culminate marriage until the first offspring severd 
years age. 


This sufficient indication that the moral tone thi 
work not the highest. Religion general, mar 
riage, charity and truth are all treated with 
period, but there semblance sorrow atone 
ment for crimes committed. This, addition 
several minor descriptions sexual 
some spotty language, restricts Don Gaucho’s reader 
more discerning adults. 


Francis Ullrich, 
Manhattan College, 
New York City 
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